PERIODICOJENSESPA'NOLFADENTRO 


R My 
K 


wo 


M+Fig 


“sy, 


“OR EL cow 


THE REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST NEWSPAPER OF PROGRESSIVE LABOR PARTY 


kop attack on the Rodwell-Spivey family, Progres- 
sive Labor Party (PLP) and the family joined to hold 
a spirited rally in front of their house, where the 
attack took place. The year before, undercover of- 
ficers in Newark targeted and attacked two of the 
Rodwell-Spivey brothers as they looked at clothes 
in a van on the dead-end street. The killer kkkops 
claim they were searching for another Black man 
wearing a white t-shirt with dreads, but nothing 
under this capitalist system is coincidental or a 
mistake when Black workers worldwide are super- 
exploited and jailed on a mass scale. The phony re- 
form to end cash bail reform in New Jersey is not 
working in New Jersey. Justin Rodwell, one of the 
brothers that came to defend their younger ones 
from police, is still being detained as he awaits trial 
in Essex County Jail. 


On the outside, the family is constantly sur- 
veilled and harassed by the police. Even more in- 
sidious, this is occurring under the watchful eye of 
liberal Black Mayor Ras Baraka, son of the famous 
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poet Amiri Baraka. Baraka uses his father’s legacy, 
Black nationalism, and art-for-profit partnerships 
as a tool to sway one section of workers in New- 
ark to fight for the finance capitalists, while Black 
and Latin workers are displaced or shoved into the 
prison system. 


It’s not just Baraka. The family has been alienat- 
ed by the liberal misleaders whose claim to fame is 
fighting within the system against racial injustice. 
Since the worldwide, antiracist Ferguson uprising 
under former liberal Big Fascist (see glossary page 
6) U.S. President Barack Obama, and the George 
Floyd uprisings, under the gutter racist presidency 
of Donald Trump, the liberal Big Fascist wing of the 
ruling class has ushered in Black municipal lead- 
ership to squelch working-class rebellion. They 
feed workers phony radical faces in high places 
as a win, and dupe many into believing a sliver of 
the decaying American pie is the best our class can 
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do for survival. PLP cautions workers that the ris- 
ing volatility between imperialist bosses in China, 
Russia and U.S, will continue to fester and explode 
into world war, and Black and Latin youth will be 
missile food forced to die for the bosses profits. The 
only hope the working class is to build a class con- 
scious multiracial movement to smash capitalism 
and fight for communism, freeing the world from 
starvation, exploitation, racist politicians and their 
kkkops. 


To learn how to turn these racist wars in the 
streets into a class war, we turn struggle into com- 
munism by building with anti-racist fighters and 
exposing the sharpest line possible. At the one year- 
anniversary rally, the mother of the Rodwell-Spivey 
brothers, Monique Rodwell, spoke out against 
Baraka sending kkkops to the block to ticket cars 


page 2 e CHALLENGE ° June 22, 2022 


OUR FIGHT 


Yx Progressive Labor Party (PLP) fights to 
destroy capitalism and the dictatorship of the 
capitalist class. We organize workers, soldiers 
and youth into a revolutionary movement for 
communism. 


Yx The dictatorship of the working class — 
communism—can provide a lasting solution to 
the disaster that is today’s world for billions of 
people. This cannot be done through electoral 
politics, but requires a revolutionary movement 
and a mass Red Army led by PLP. 


+« Worldwide capitalism, in its relentless drive 
for profit, inevitably leads to war, fascism, 
poverty, disease, starvation and environmental 
destruction. The capitalist class, through its 
state power — governments, armies, police, 
schools and culture — maintains a dictator- 
ship over the world’s workers. The capitalist 
dictatorship supports, and is supported by, the 
anti-working-class ideologies of racism, sexism, 
nationalism, individualism and religion. 


Xx While the bosses and their mouthpieces 
claim “communism is dead,” capitalism is the 
real failure for billions worldwide. Capitalism 
returned to Russia and China because socialism 
retained many aspects of the profit system, like 
wages and privileges. Russia and China did not 
establish communism. 


v«Communism means working collectively 

to build a worker-run society. We will abol- 
ish work for wages, money and profits. While 
capitalism needs unemployment, 

communism needs everyone to contribute and 
share in society’s benefits and burdens. 


y¥«Communism means abolishing racism and 
the concept of “race.” Capitalism uses racism to 
super-exploit Black, Latin, Asian and indig- 
enous workers, and to divide the entire working 
Class. 


«Communism means abolishing the special 
oppression of women— sexism—and divisive 
gender roles created by the class society. 


y«Communism means abolishing nations and 
nationalism. One international working class, 
one world, one Party. 


v«Communism means that the minds of mil- 
lions of workers must become free from reli- 
gion’s false promises, unscientific thinking and 
poisonous ideology. Communism will triumph 
when the masses of workers can use the science 
of dialectical materialism to understand, ana- 
lyze and change the world to meet their needs 
and aspirations. 


«Communism means the Party leads every 
aspect of society. For this to work, millions of 
workers — eventually everyone — must become 


communist organizers. J oin Us! 


CONTACT US 


Email 

desafio.challenge@gmail.com 
Mail 

Box 808 GPO, Brooklyn, NY 11202 
Internet 


www.plp.org 


Twitter, Facebook, Instagram: 
@PLPchallenge 


WHO WRITES 


FOR CHALLENGE? 


CHALLENGE is for the working class, pro- 
duced by the working class. The fact that CHAL- 
LENGE/PLP articles are not signed grows from 
PLP’s criticism of the cult of the individual in the 
former socialist Soviet Union and China. We do 
not want to encourage the possibility of building 
up a “following” around any particular individ- 
ual. 


While an article may be written by one per- 
son, the final version is based on collective dis- 
cussion and criticism. Many times this collective 
discussion even precedes an individual’s writing 
of an article. 


CHALLENGE/DESAFIO (ISSN 0009- 
1049) published bi-weekly by Challenge Peri- 
odicals. 1 issue $1. One Year: $20. Six months: 
$15. Send address changes to CHALLENGE 
Periodicals, GPO Box 808 Brooklyn, NY 11202, 
June 22, 2022*Volume 54 No. 13 
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Summit of the Americas 
Flashpoint of 
inter-imperialist rivalry 


Mexico’s president, Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador 
(AMLO) announced he is boycotting this week’s Sum- 
mit of the Americas in Los Angeles and half a dozen 
other heads of state are either threatening to do the 
same or barred from coming. The meeting is only the 
latest fiasco for host Jim Crow Joe Biden but signifi- 
cantly shows the crumbling of U.S. imperialism. As 
capitalist bosses in China and Russia expand their eco- 
nomic and military presence in Latin America and the 
Caribbean, the old U.S. bosses’ “backyard” is becoming 
a flashpoint for inter-imperialist competition and the 
next world war. 


The U.S. stumbled into the Summit with vague 
promises to address Covid-19, economic recovery, cli- 
mate change, immigration, and what the bosses call 
“democracy’-the dictatorship of the liberal capitalist 
rulers. In reality, the Summit was created in 1994 to or- 
ganize the exploitation of the region’s ravaged working 
class and the murderous austerity enforced by the In- 
ternational Monetary Fund, in line with U.S. interests. 
But as the old liberal world order has broken down, re- 
gional bosses in the Western Hemisphere are no longer 
following U.S. orders. 


In 2018, then-President Donald Trump bailed out of 
the last Summit in Peru. This time around, the U.S. re- 
fused to invite Cuba, Nicaragua, or Venezuela because 
of “the lack of democratic space and the human rights 
situations” in those countries, according to a Biden 
spokesperson (aljazeera.com, 6/6). AMLO, President 
of Latin America’s second-largest economy, responded 
with his boycott, and the leaders of Honduras, Bolivia, 
and Guatemala followed suit. Biden had to beg the em- 
bezzling Juan Bolsonaro of Brazil to come-and never 
mind that Bolsonaro is selling the Amazon forest to the 
highest bidders, or killing hundreds of thousands as 
Brazil’s anti-vaxxer-in-chief, or declaring that he might 
not accept the results of this October’s vote if he doesn’t 
win re-election. 


These dances among gangsters and thieves are all 
about the new order-or disorder—-of “non-alignment” 
in Latin America and the Caribbean. Regional bosses 
are cutting deals with the most willing imperialists and 
playing them off against each other. For the Chinese 
rulers this crisis for the U.S. is a big opportunity. China 
today is Latin America’s second-largest trading partner, 
and number one for Brazil, Chile, Peru, and Uruguay. 
In February, Argentina’s President Alberto Fernandez 
traveled to Beijing to sign up for China’s Belt and Road 
Initiative, the largest country in the region to date to tie 
its infrastructure to Chinese financing. 


As these contradictions intensify, workers in Latin 
America and worldwide will continue to find them- 
selves caught on the hamster wheel of reformism and 
nationalism. These workers have been waging sharp 
class struggle throughout the Covid-19 pandemic. But 
if those struggles are channeled into voting, the only 
winner will be capitalist exploitation. Only when the 
international working class, led by the revolutionary 
communist Progressive Labor Party (PLP), rises up to 
smash this capitalist system, will we end wage slavery 
and inter-imperialist war for all time. 


Snapshots of inter-imperialist 
rivalry: Mexico and Colombia 


With the U.S. weakened by the split between the lib- 
eral imperialist Big Fascists of finance capital and the 
isolationist Small Fascists (see glossary, page 6) behind 
Trump, bosses from Brazil to the Dominican Repub- 
lic see the once-dominant nation as a “flailing former 
hegemon” (Foreign Affairs, 2/24). As a result, they are 
turning to China as the new game in town for export 
markets and investments. 


In Colombia, the working class, led by Black work- 
ers, has fought death and rising poverty since the start 
of the pandemic. In 2020, massive street protests by 
young fighters were met by brutal repression by the 
Colombian bosses, who then channeled the rebellion 
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toward the voting booth and nationalism. 


At the same time, these bosses deepened their eco- 
nomic ties with China. With Gustavo Petro, a “pink-tide” 
fake-leftist having a good chance to win the presiden- 
tial run-off election in Colombia on June 19, an even 
tighter embrace between Colombia and China may be 
in the offing (The Diplomat, May 2021). 


In 2018, as class struggle intensified in Mexico, the 
bosses turned to another fake leftist, Lopez Obrador. As 
AMLO bungled Mexico's pandemic response and dev- 
astated the economy, the ascendant Chinese imperial- 
ists stepped in with medical equipment and vaccines. 
As part of AMLO’s “Fourth Transformation,” the Mexi- 
can bosses’ attempt to grab a larger share of profits, the 
Chinese ruling class won the contract to build the first 
section of the Maya Train and made a $600 million loan 
for construction of the Dos Bocas Refinery (Americas 
Quarterly, January/2021). Both projects will have dis- 
astrous environmental impacts and destroy workers’ 
health. The rising Chinese imperialists are just as dead- 
ly to workers as the U.S. imperialists they are trying to 
displace. 


Imperialist sights 
focused on Haiti 


After a period of acute political instability, Haiti 
finds itself squarely in the crossfire of imperialist ri- 
valry. Although historically aligned with the U.S. and 
bitter Chinese rival Taiwan, Haiti began to waver dur- 
ing the pandemic. The super-exploitation of Haitian 
workers by U.S. bosses has made the country the poor- 
est in the Americas. In recent years, Haiti has been run 
by criminal gangs that kidnap and terrorize workers for 
profit. Many workers have joined the migrant caravans 
in Mexico, only to be violently turned away at the U.S.- 
Mexico border by patrols on horses with whips. 


Having already consolidated their influence in the 
neighboring Dominican Republic, the Chinese imperi- 
alists have used vaccine diplomacy to sway Haiti into 
its orbit. Although the Haitian bosses are publicly reas- 
suring the U.S. and Taiwan of their loyalty, China’s eco- 
nomic inducements could undermine these longtime 
alliances (Bloomberg, October/2021). 


Meanwhile, China is also expanding military-to- 
military exchanges and arms sales to increase its po- 
litical capital among Latin American and Caribbean 
bosses and anchor its strategic position in the region 
(Council on Foreign Relations, 4/12). 


Communism, the alternative 
workers need 


No matter which imperialist power prevails, the re- 
ality for workers in the Americas is deepening inequal- 
ity and poverty, mass death from Covid-19, and state 
violence. But they aren't taking this oppression lying 
down. In Colombia and Chile, workers and students 
are boldly attacking austerity measures and are fight- 
ing back against the cops (France 24, March/2022). In 
Haiti, garment workers went on strike for a $15 work- 
day, another reminder for the international working 
class that Black women's revolutionary leadership is 
essential for smashing this monstrous system. In Los 
Angeles, immigrant workers are organizing protests to 
call out the racist U.S. immigration policy that Latin 
American bosses have been bought off to support (LA 
Times, June/2022). 


The international working class is angry, bold, and 
fighting back. But the dangers of reform, liberalism, 
and nationalism are always lurking. It’s not enough to 
oppose corrupt leaders or shout slogans against U.S. 
imperialism. We must smash all borders and every cap- 
italist that profits from their existence. We must build 
a revolutionary communist movement, led by Progres- 
sive Labor Party, that will fight for a world run by and 
for workers, for a society organized to meet workers’ 
needs. We need you to join us in this fight to free our 
class. Power to the working class! 
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Protect abortion, abort capitalism! 
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NEW YORK CITY, MAY 14— A contingent of 
Progressive Labor Party (PLP) members and friends 
led chants of “No justice in a capitalist system” and 
“these sexist courts-shut it down!” at the march 
against the U.S. Supreme Court leaked draft to 
criminalize abortion. As the U.S. capitalist health- 
care system continues to crumble, leaving millions 
of workers dead from Covid-19, and countless oth- 
ers ill and uncared for, the U.S. Supreme Court is 
preparing to hand down another unjust decision 
that will attack millions of women workers. In re- 
sponse, thousands of antisexist workers took to the 
streets of NYC, DC, LA, Chicago. Over 100 CHAL- 
LENGEs were distributed, many of them to those 
around us who appreciated our militant chants. 
PLP recognizes that no ruling made under a capi- 
talist system will ever have workers' best interest in 
mind and this latest sexist attack on our class is just 
another example of why we need to fight for com- 
munism. 


How do we do that? We can start by exposing 
how the liberal bosses are enemies, not friends, of 
the working class and antisexists everywhere. The 
march was led by a slew of capitalist, liberal Big 
Fascist (see glossary, page 6) politicians includ- 
ing Mayor Eric Adams, Senators Chuck Schumer, 
Kirsten Gillibrand, and Letitia James, the state at- 
torney general. These hypocritical Democratic Par- 
ty politicians who cloak themselves as an alterna- 
tive and cry for separation of “church and state” are 
worse than their opponents, the bible thumping 
Small Fascist base. KKKop Adams once led a sexist 
smear campaign against former KKKop herself, Li- 
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zette tenon (NY Magazine, 10/18/21). Gillibrand’s 
brand of feminism has often had “little resonance 
beyond Facebook CEO Sheryl Sandberg's white 
professional female devotees” (The Week,7/8/19). 
We call them Fascists. These liberal fascists are not 
antisexists and they are certainly not pro-worker; 
they are defenders of a failing capitalist system at 
any cost necessary. 


Liberal feminism traps women 
workers in sexist capitalism 


Indeed, the largely white march did not reflect 
the multiracial working class of New York City. No 
wonder the liberal mouthpiece NY Times, desper- 
ate to appear as an alternative against the gutter 
racist/sexist bosses, chose a picture of the multira- 
cial PLP contingent led by Black and South Asian 
women for their website's coverage of the march. 
Feminism, a ruling-class movement, historically 
excluded Black, Latin, Asian, women workers. Now, 
the liberal ruling class tries to package feminism 
as a tool of liberation for our class when in reality, 
it divides our class because it hides the fact that 
super exploitation is the main source of women’s 
oppression. Any movement that claims to liberate 
women but lacks the leadership of Black women, 
who historically face the dual oppression of racist 
and sexist super-exploitation under this system, is 
a dead end for the working class (see Black Workers 
Leadership, Key To Revolution, plp.org). 

Feminism is the freedom for ruling-class 


women to be as good of an exploiter as their male 
counterpart. PLP says sexism hurts male workers 


just as racism hurts white workers. Liberation for 
women workers can only come from a class con- 
scious movement- that counts on the leadership of 
the most oppressed sections of our class- to smash 
this sexist system that thrives on the free labor and 
commodification of women workers. All workers 
must fight against this sexism in the workplace if 
we are to unite our class for revolution. Most im- 
portantly, communists - men and women alike — 
must lead struggles on the job where women work- 
ers are constantly under attack. 


While the bosses may seek to divide us, many 
protestors had a deeper understanding of the unity 
needed to address the problems the working class 
faces. Some marchers held signs and chanted slo- 
gans such as “Support Black Women "' (in a nod to 
the racist consequences of the Supreme Court de- 
cision).The PLP contigent provided a much-need- 
ed analysis with our newspaper (CHALLENGE), 
chants and speeches. One comrade spoke on the 
bullhorn about the racist origin of the Supreme 
Court (birthed in slavery) including how the state is 
a tool of the ruling class. “If you want to end sexism 
and racism, the world you are looking for is com- 
munism.” This speech was well received, as were 
our chants that targeted capitalism as the main 
enemy. 


Communist revolution is the 
health care women workers need 


The friends of PLP who joined us for the march 
took leadership on the bullhorn, distributing news- 
papers, and maintaining chants for a march that 
lasted hours. It can feel like a race to the bottom 
for workers as the Big Fascists and Small Fascists 
(see glossary, page 6) of the U.S. ruling class duke it 
out in places like the Supreme Court. It cannot be 
stated enough— neither faction of the ruling class 
cares about the working class, or our health or our 
bodies. That is why another PLer turned the chant 
“abortion is healthcare” to “revolution is health- 
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care: 


But the small steps towards building a bigger, 
international communist PLP, dedicated to fighting 
for the entire working class, is our ray of hope in this 
Dark Night of growing fascism and war. Every time 
workers and students protest in the streets, organ- 
ize on the job, take action in the schools, or engage 
in any form of class struggle, that is an opportunity 
to build class consciousness and mobilize our class 
one step closer to a communist world. We need a 
system driven by workers’ power and workers’ laws. 
Let’s keep fighting and growing! 

(For further analysis on sexism within the U.S. 
healthcare system and a history of PLP’s fight 
against sexism visit PLPorg to read our Magazine 
Articles). 


To fight racism, build community & communism 


Continued from page 1 


while ignoring the piles of neglected garbage bags. 
Other organizations like the New Afrikan Black Pan- 
ther Party tried to deflect the attention from Baraka 
by blaming the “state and federal governments.” 
The reformist People’s Organization for Progress 
(POP) and the NAACP didn’t even show up to the 
rally but instead co-opted the idea by holding their 
own press conference, without even notifying the 
family. Each time we took the mic, PLers exposed 
the role of capitalism, explaining how suave Black 
political figures like Baraka and Obama are instru- 
mental in winning workers to stay passive against 
attacks on the working class -from education to 
housing to police terror. 


Liberal reforms trap our 
class in cycle of violence 


Body cameras and training were proposed 
under Obama in 2014, and in 2022 Mayor Baraka 
and POP reformists are pushing for a Civilian Re- 
view Board and reparations. Yet, we see with the 
Rodwell-Spivey family, Amir Locke and Patrick Ly- 
oya, reforms could never extinguish racism. One 
teacher connected struggles against racist police 
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terror to attacks against educators, students, and 
parents in Newark's predominantly Black and Latin 
schools. Even before the pandemic, Newark strug- 
gled to hire and retain teachers and is now exploit- 
ing substitute teachers, academic specialists, and 
administrators to fill the gap of managing class- 
rooms of multilingual students (Chalkbeat, 4/22). 


A teacher connected how school administrators 
in one of the most crumbling schools in the city, 
citing one disciplinary letter as a reason for letting 
him go, is the same as a prosecutor potentially ma- 
nipulating body camera footage against the broth- 
ers in court. The same way this teacher made the 
humanistic decision to allow students in from the 
cold during the winter months before security ar- 
rived, is similar to the human decision the broth- 
ers made to not quietly comply with a police attack. 
Under a capitalist-driven system, the bosses will al- 
ways wield any tool in their power to discipline the 
working class whenever we break their rules. This 
capitalist state is racist to the core, and we should 
not expect these institutions to work for us - even 
when we make a human choice, with the lives of 
workers at the forefront of our minds. 


After the rally, we were all thrilled to see photos 
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from a PLer in Canada working with the Unist’ot’en 
clan of the Wet’suwet’en First Nation in Canada, 
which is fighting racist displacement by the Cana- 
dian police and oil companies. The photo is with 
Unist’ot’en matriarchs who were all raided and 
arrested last year and continue to fight racist po- 
lice harassment while defending a river from the 
capitalist oil pipeline. As we continue to build with 
the Rodwell-Spivey family and workers in Newark, 
our main goal is to win workers to have a long term 
outlook of fighting for a communist world. A bet- 
ter world is possible where workers use multiracial 
unity and collective decisions to resolve our con- 
flicts. Relying on profit-driven systems under capi- 
talism to fight for and save us will only divide us 
into racist, nationalist factions and kill many of us. 


Our next steps are to build strong connections 
with workers in the neighborhood where the Rod- 
well-Spivey family lives, and connect the struggles 
of this anti-racist family to families fighting police 
terror based in L.A., Brooklyn and beyond through 
this year’s summer project. From Newark to Brit- 
ish Columbia, the international working class can 
only smash racist, sexist terror when we fight racist 
kkkops and politicians with multiracial unity and 
communism! Onward we march! 
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May Day organizing grows PLs potential 


BROOKLYN and QUEENS, NY—As Progres- 
sive Labor Party (PLP) led hundreds of members 
and friends on Flatbush Avenue this May Day, our 
multiracial Brooklyn and Queens City University 
of New York (CUNY) club had our highest turnout 
ever that resulted in new members joining PLP! 
The success we had is a direct result of struggling to 
be bold in organizing to fight racism and rebuild- 
ing PLP’s presence among a completely new cohort 
of students. 


By the numbers, in addition to new recruits we 
have: a total regular hand-to-hand CHALLENGE 
distribution of 25; more than 70 staff and faculty 
contacts we plan to give the paper to; three up- 
coming student-planned and led Party events; and 
new CHALLENGE sales coming at nearby CUNY 
campuses and transit depots to support our transit 
work. With organizing for upcoming events under- 
way before the Summer Project, we have a long, hot 
summer ahead of class struggle and raising hell for 
the racist kkkops and bosses! 


What we do counts 


As previously reported in CHALLENGE, three 
factors central to our Brooklyn campus’ buildup 
for May Day were boldness in spreading antiracist 
fightback through fiercely sharing our New Jersey 
comrades’ Rodwell-Spivey struggle (see page 1), 
boldness with CHALLENGE sales, and consistency 
in being a weekly campus presence from week one 
until finals. 


We were bold in antiracist fightback by setting 
up alaptop and playing the video of the racist arrest 
of Justin Rodwell — at full volume and on repeat as 
students passed through a heavily trafficked area. 
Crowds of mainly Black, Latin and immigrant stu- 
dents formed to watch the video with outrage, con- 
necting Newark’s racist kkkops to the NYPD. 


A student PLer helping organize the local cam- 
pus club’s anti-racist organizing was present with 
copies of CHALLENGE. The PLer ensured that eve- 
ry student, faculty and staff member who gathered 
around our table received at least one copy, and of- 
ten, more. In this way, hundreds of CHALLENGEs 
reached students, dozens of students signed up, 
and over two dozen students and staff regularly re- 
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ceived the paper. 


Another strength was our mass CHALLENGE 
distribution, where we observed an interrelation- 
ship between quantity and quality. For example, we 
found that leaving stacks of CHALLENGEs in pub- 
lic spaces created familiarity and name recognition 
among students, which led to increased interest 
when eventually shown a copy. 


Our consistency this semester was the third 
factor in building for May Day. Self critically, once 
contacts were made, while our initial follow-up was 
strong, it was the students who pushed us to hold 
meetings and plan campus actions. We generally 
“tailed the masses” and received pointed criticisms 
from several students. They felt that our May Day 
numbers could have been higher had we been bet- 
ter prepared to advance politically with meetings 
and plans. 


May Day builds PLP 


For the young Black and Latin students who at- 
tended May Day from our campus, May Day was 
their first PLP event. We received enthusiastic feed- 
back about the mix of speakers who ranged from 
rank-and-file workers to the veteran Party speaker 
at the end. They commented positively about our 
commitment to holding a bilingual event with mul- 
tilingual chant sheets. 


Following the march and picnic, we held a 
planned afterparty dinner. Celebration, debate and 
socializing continued into the evening over pizza 
and food from Haiti. One of our students decided 
to sharpen their commitment and join PLP bring- 
ing a wealth of fighting and organizing experience 
from the student movement in Haiti. The other stu- 
dents drew closer and committed to helping follow 
up with our contacts and organize turnout to three 
club events we're planning to prepare for the Sum- 
mer Project. 


With three of our club’s newest comrades plan- 
ning to take courses at other Brooklyn CUNY cam- 
puses, this fall, PLP will have a presence at almost 
every CUNY campus in NYC’s most populated bor- 
ough! CUNY is aggressively recruiting for summer 
classes to recoup their Covid-19-related enrollment 
losses, and we are planning to begin CHALLENGE 


sales at each campus this summer. This way, our 
club can know the territory of each campus and get 
into the groove by the start of the fall semester. 


Multigenerational PLP 
inspires youth 
One of our new comrades in Queens said that 
it was a completely new experience to link up with 
a revolutionary Party. She enjoyed seeing so many 
young people as well as veteran comrades. It was 
encouraging for her to continue with the struggle 
for a different world when seeing veterans who've 
given their whole lives for the fight for communism. 


Another participant said that he was very curi- 
ous about the Party, enthusiastic to join the march 
and to meet other Party members. After social- 
izing at the afterparty at the end of the night, he 
thanked us for introducing him to our comrades, 
and shared that he hopes to meet again. 


Lastly, a coworker of one of our comrades who 
attended was, one year ago, very reluctant to use 
words like “communism,” “political organizing”, 
and “Party.” He listened to the speeches and met 
Party members from the country where he was 
born and said that we needed to speak more about 
the situation going on there. Immigrant workers 
often yearn for what they had to leave back home, 
and often look to reproduce their culture and histo- 
ry in their new environment. It can be a struggle to 
help them open to an internationalist outlook like 
PLP, and to find among the international working 
class their new sense of home. 


Dark night will end! 


We believe our efforts demonstrate that de- 
spite being in a period of dark night of rising fas- 
cism and imperialist war, and external setbacks like 
Covid-19, boldness in fighting racism and boldness 
in selling CHALLENGE can still mean Party growth 
in a difficult period. PLP’s line on smashing racism, 
sexism, imperialist wars, racist borders, and mon- 
ey with communist revolution resonates with the 
Black, Latin, immigrant and white working class 
youth around us who will lead our Party’s next gen- 
eration and take communist revolution all the way. 
JOIN US!& 


‘I remember the first issue of CHALLENGE’ 


The below piece is an excerpt from the late Wally 
Linder’s memoir A Life of Labor and Love. Wally was 
a founding member of Progressive Labor Party and 
passed away this year but the fight for communism 
continues, just as he would have wanted it to! 


I remember the first 
issue of CHALLENGE 


The first issue of CHALLENGE (Vol. 1, No 1) 
came out on June 15,1964. When we sold that first 
issue most of us had no idea how significant it was 
AND the role that CHALLENGE would soon play in 
the fight against capitalism. The headline on page 
one was prophetic: Police War on Harlem. Barely 
four weeks later, the Harlem Rebellion started af- 
ter racist KKKop Thomas Gilligan of the New York 
Police Department (NYPD) shot and killed young 
James Powell who, with his friends, was trying to 
cool off from the July heat by spraying on them- 
selves and a bystander who complained about it 
and eventually called the police. This killing was the 
last straw in a long series of racist oppression. The 
news media called the rebellion a "riot" but it was 
most definitely a rebellion! Most of the stores that 
were attacked were pawnshops that had been loot- 
ing the residents of Harlem for decades! 


The Progressive Labor Movement (PLM), which 
became the Progressive Labor Party (PLP) in April 
1965, put out its most significant (and briefest!!) 
leaflet: Wanted for Murder - Gilligan the Cop. Re- 
bels carried the leaflet all over Harlem. The PLM 
couldn't print enough of them! ALL of the so- 
called "Black leaders" had the same false message: 


Go home and pray...don't fight back! But the NYC bels and the PLM. So-called "free speech" went out 


bosses knew exactly who to attack; the Harlem re- 


desafio.challenge@gmail.com 


= CHALLENGE = 


REVOLUTIONARY WEEKLY 


POLICE WAR 
ON HARLEM 


the window. In essence, martial law was declared. 
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Ona personal note, I sold the first issue of CHAL- 
LENGE in three locations: The upper west side of 
Manhattan, the lower east side of Manhattan, and 
the garment district in Manhattan. PLM held week- 
ly rallies in the garment district and CHALLENGE 
was a big help in getting our message out. We sold 
CHALLENGE on the street to the garment workers 
when the boss wasn't around, we went inside the 
shops where we could talk more extensively to sev- 
eral workers simultaneously. Unfortunately, most 
of us (maybe ALL of us) didn’t understand any- 
thing about base building so we didn’t get workers’ 
names. That’s a key lesson for our newer members: 
ALWAYS get names so you can stay in touch and fol- 
low up with as many people as possible. That’s key 
to building the Party! 


The police and sanitation departments har- 
assed us while we sold CHALLENGE. They gave me 
quite a few tickets for supposedly “littering.” After 
my first ticket, the PLM got me a lawyer who taught 
me what to say at my trial. After my second ticket, 
I no longer needed a lawyer; I could defend myself 
and I did so! 


CHALLENGE was the only newspaper, maga- 
zine, or TV and radio station that told the truth 
about the Harlem Rebellion, as well as the many 
other rebellions in Black ghettos throughout the 
U.S. The summer of 1964 made very clear who were 
the sellouts and who supported the working class. 
Every one of us should do their utmost to ensure 
that CHALLENGE continues to be a working class 
beacon that will help workers to understand the 
oppressive nature of capitalism AND the only solu- 
tion to its miseries: COMMUNIST REVOLUTION! 
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Love for the working class, lifelong communist 


This is part seven of a series about Black 
communists in the Spanish Civil War. In the 
early 1930s the urban bourgeoisie (capital- 
ists) of Spain, supported by most workers and 
many peasants, overthrew the violent, repres- 
sive monarchy to form a republic. In July 1936 
the Spanish army, eventually commanded by * 
Francisco Franco, later the fascist dictator, re- 
belled to reestablish the repressive monarchy. 
Hitlers Germany and Mussolini’s Italy gave 
Franco massive military aid. 


In 1936 the International Communist 
Movement, called the Comintern, headquar- 
tered in the Soviet Union and led by Joseph 
Stalin, organized volunteers, mainly workers 


from more than 60 countries into the Interna- | © 


tional Brigades (IBs) to go to Spain to defend | 
the Republic. Black workers, especially Black | 
communists, emphasized the importance of 
fighting racism to win anything for the work- 
ing class. And they brought this antiracist 
fightback with them when they returned to the 
United States. They were building a movement 
they hoped would lead to communist revolu- 
tion around the world. They succeeded in or- 
ganizing millions around communist ideas 
and practices. But the movement believed 
that uniting with liberal bosses to defend the 


Republic in Spain would further the fight for | 


communism. This was part of the united front 
against fascism, which resulted in only fortify- 
ing the bosses’ system and laid the basis for the 
corruption of the old communist movement. 


In the Progressive Labor Party, we are \~ 
against any unity with capitalists. They all 
have to go and the working class must rule: 
that’s communism. 


If the working class is to seize and hold 
state power throughout the world, Black work- | 
ers’ leadership is essential. That is the only way 
our Class can destroy racism—the lifeblood of 
capitalism. The following is a story of one such | 
leader, Vaughn Costine Love. n 


Vaughn Costine Love was born in Day- 


on a football scholarship, he was injured and 
moved to New York. 


Moving to New York led Love on a path to- 
ward political struggle. There he became in- 
volved with the Federal Theater Project, the 
International Labor Defense, which provided 
legal defense for Black struggles in the South, 
the League of Struggle for Negro Rights, the 
Southern Labor Committee, and the Interna- 
tional Workers Order. 


All of these groups were antiracist organi- 
zations with many Communist Party (CP) 
members. These struggles led to Love joining 
the Communist Party in 1934. 

About this period, Love said: 

From the time I was a child there was a 
movement on the part of Black Ameri- 
cans for full recognition of their rights, 
for full opportunity to advance them- 
selves ... When I came to New York in 
1929 I found large numbers of Blacks 
searching for opportunities in art, music, 
and many other fields. 


Love later recalled: 


When Hitler came along with his 
Nuremberg laws, we knew that this 
meant death to us of the darker races. 
Anti-fascism had a very wide appeal. 


When civil war broke out in Spain, Love re- 
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We didn't know too much about the 
Spaniards, but we knew that they were 
fighting against fascism, and that fas- 
cism was the enemy of all black aspira- 
tions. 


From Barcelona Love and others went to 
Albacete and formed the first squads of the 
George Washington Battalion. 


We thought, “We have to get to the front 
and kill these Fascists!” But the most 
revolutionary of all were the seamen; 
they had just come from a strike. Most 
of the kids had some background in 
Marxist education or in the trade un- 
ion movement. My background in the 
movement in Harlem gave me a certain 
outlook. I was through with the system. 
I knew it didn't work, and I was think- 
ing in terms of changing society — to 
change the world. 

In Spain, Love was assigned to the first 
company of the Washington Battalion and 
served as his section's political leader. He 
fought through the Brunete campaign and re- 
mained with the first company after the Lin- 
coln and Washington battalions were merged. 

Once, in Spain, Love encountered a Span- 
ish peasant. Unfamiliar with Black people, the 
peasant tried to wipe the dirt off Love's face. 
When Love explained that he was a Negro 
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from North America, the peasant hugged him 
and exclaimed, “Oh, los esclavos! Si! Si!" 


About this Love later said: "they knew there 
was Black slavery in America, ‘los esclavos,'and 
that they were only one little step away from us, 
los esclavos." 


After Brunete, Love was sent to Offic- 
ers Training School and then rejoined the 
Lincoln-Washington Battalion, where he as- 
sumed leadership of a section of his former 
unit, Company One. On January 5, 1938, four 
days after the XVth Brigade entered the lines 
at Teruel, Love was wounded in action. He was 
still hospitalized at the time of the Retreats in 
March and April 1938 and his hospital group 
was among the last to cross the bridge at Tor- 
tosa before the bridge was destroyed in the 
face of the advancing Nationalists. 


After the Retreats Love rejoined the deci- 
mated Lincoln-Washington Battalion as a sec- 
tion leader and helped train the young Span- 
ish conscripts who were brought in to bring 
the unit up to strength. 


During the Ebro Offensive (July - Novem- 
ber, 1938), Love was again wounded. After a 


| short hospitalization, he returned to the Bat- 


talion and was appointed Chief of the Head- 
quarters Section. Love remained with the Bat- 
talion through the fighting in the Sierra Cabals 
and until the Internationals were withdrawn 
on September 24, 1938. His final rank was Act- 
ing Lieutenant. 


Wounded three times, Love said proudly: 


Every individual soldier had the per- 
sonal integrity and ability to do what- 
ever had to be done. We never had a 
good meal and we had the worst condi- 
tions. But we had the solidarity of all the 
progressive forces. 


In the United States Love resumed his work 
with the Communist Party. When the United 
States entered World War II, he joined the 
Army. He said: “It wasn’t a different war; we 
were fighting the same enemy.” 


The Abraham Lincoln Battalion volun- 
teered as a group to fight fascism in World 
War II. “Of course, it was an interracial outfit,” 
Love said later, “and the government turned it 
down.” 


When they refused our volunteer unit, 

each one of us, Black and white volun- 

teered for the Jim Crow army individu- 

ally. 

Love served in the Quartermaster Corps, 
advancing to the rank of Sergeant. He was 
wounded in France and repatriated. 


After the war, Love married and lived in 
New York balancing political activities with 
earning a living. Like many other communists, 
he was persecuted by the U.S. government. 
He later said: “A Lincoln vet was considered a 
hard-core subversive.” 


The ruling class in this country has nev- 
er forgiven the world communist move- 
ment for the leading role it played, for 
having the foresight and understanding 
to bring things into focus and lead them 
in the right direction at the right time. 


He died on October 27, 1990. He was a 
communist till the end. & 


Sources: ALBA volunteers database; Brandt, 
Joe Black Americans in the Spanish People’s War 
Against Fascism 1936-1939; Collum, Berch, eds, 
African Americans in the Spanish Civil War. 
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LETTERS 


Communist ideas 
have no borders 


I am writing to you to share a reflection 
about an exchange that took place in the 
south of Mexico. Communist workers from 
the Progressive Labor Party who live there 
hosted a political event with others visiting 
from central Mexico and New Jersey. We 
are fortifying our political base with workers 
who are learning about our ideas and how 
we put them in practice in different parts of 
the world. Equally as important, our event 
gave these workers who are being exposed 
to PLP an opportunity to put to the test and 
reaffirm the difference our analysis makes 
in guarding the future of the international 
working class. 


As an education worker of less than 
three years, and who was recently fired, see- 
ing the determination of communist teach- 
ers in that part of the world to not give up 
after kidnappings, and other threats to stop 
fighting back on behalf of the working class 
raised my morale. 


It was incredible to see the level of cour- 
age and confidence from the comrade that 
my comrade from Jersey and I stayed with 
had, both in bringing together us visiting 
comrades and the workers in his base, as 
well as his three children. It was powerful 
to see the confidence in the same political 
analysis being shared by comrades from dif- 
ferent parts of the world. We mainly focused 
on, and workers were most interested in, dis- 
cussing the following 5 points: 


We believe that we need to fight for com- 
munism as one Party across the world, be- 
cause our force as a working class crosses 
all borders, and therefore requires a united 
struggle. 

Intensifying inter-imperialist rivalry is 
the common force by which all working 


We encourage all CHALLENGE readers to send in letters 
and articles about their experiences fighting the bosses 
worldwide. 


class attacks are extended. Our class must 
fight to turn this into international working 
class consciousness and unity. 


The liberal fascists, born out of the divi- 
sions within national capitalist classes and 
competition between capitalists from differ- 
ent nations, are the most dangerous obstacle 
to workers winning themselves to fighting 
for communism and smashing capitalism. 


Multiracial unity and fighting racism has 
been important in forging new communist 
fighters. 


Long term base building is key to main- 
taining political morale and building confi- 
dence in the working class for communist 
politics. 


Iam trying to use this inspiration and all 
the wisdom learned from education workers 
in the south of Mexico, to turn the attack 
against me as a communist teacher in New 
Jersey into an opportunity to struggle with 
other workers and youth in my community 
to expose the limits of this horrible system 
in being unable to create the conditions our 
kids and us workers need to reach our fullest 
potential. 


tok I 


Azovstal: workers must steel 
themselves vs. nationalism 


News of the recent battle for Mariupol 
between Russian and Ukrainian forces is 
filled with irony. Much of the battle was 
fought over the Azovstal steel works, a 
massive industrial complex built by Soviet 
workers and later turned over to Ukrainian 
capitalists who became part of that nation’s 
ruling class. Communists can learn from this 
disaster. 

Azovstal opened in 1933 during the 
second five-year plan in the Soviet Union 
(USSR). The plant was modern, large, and 


included 12,000 homes, schools, movie 
theaters, a hospital and maternity clinic, as 
well as two parks. In 1941, the Nazis invaded 
the Soviet Union and occupied Mariupol. In 
1943, after the Soviet victory at Stalingrad 
and expulsion of Nazi forces, the factory 
was repaired and again put to the task of 
producing steel for Soviet citizens. 


When the Russian army attempted to 
seize Mariupol this year, their soldiers found 
stiff resistance from a group of Ukrainian 
fascists called the Azov Battalion. These 
fascists are officially integrated into the 
Ukrainian military, despite their ideology of 
carrying on the traditions of Ukrainian na- 
tionalists from World War II who collaborat- 
ed and fought alongside the German Nazis. 
That the Azov Battalion exists today and is 
part of the Ukrainian military speaks to the 
cynicism of nationalism. Nationalism and 
fascism are natural extensions of each other. 


The war we see in Ukraine today reflects 
mistakes of the past communist movement 
in the USSR. The Soviet leadership in the 
1930s attempted to build unity among work- 
ers by building nationalism among the work- 
ers of different regions. 


The Ukrainian nationalism, Russian 
nationalism, and other pro-nationalist sen- 
timents we see today in the former USSR 
states are, at least partly, a result of this failed 
strategy. The very unity the Soviets hoped to 
build has turned into its opposite. Now Rus- 
sian and Ukrainian workers are killing each 
other instead of fighting together to kill the 
capitalists who order them into battle. 


The Progressive Labor Party is now 
leading the way for workers to achieve the 
unity the Soviets strove for, but ultimately, 
lost. Fighting for internationalism, instead 
of nationalism, will help us greatly in that 
struggle. 


tok IK 


Rx to trauma: fight for revolution 


As workers struggle with isolation, 
depression, and anxiety magnified by the 
bosses’ disregard during Covid-19, stu- 
dents and workers at the City University of 
New York (CUNY) have demanded better 
mental health services. The student-led 
CUNY Rising Alliance demands, among 
other things, more counselors and advi- 
sors. Problems like illness, death, and 
job loss shared by so many working-class 
youth have created a collective trauma 
that is endemic to the structural rac- 
ism, poverty, and fractured social system 
these students—and their class sisters 
and brothers worldwide—were already 
facing. In other words, students are suf- 
fering from capitalism. The best therapy 
for our mental health is building connec- 
tion in the midst of class struggle. 


Capitalist Education: A 
Collective Trauma for All 
Youth 


The stress is apparent when students 
struggle to show up or participate. And 
these are the students who have man- 
aged to enroll. All the trauma talk can 
sometimes feel like a competition to see 
“who has it the worst.” Then there are 
those who say, “just get over it.” Both 
reactions are symptoms of individual- 
ism that makes our collective trauma so 
much more damaging. During the pan- 
demic, while educators were encouraged 
to “check in” with students, the over- 
whelming expectation from the capitalist 
education system was to go to “business 
as usual,” essentially ignoring the horrid 
conditions such as poor internet access, 
insufficient computer supply, and crowd- 
ed living conditions that working-class 
youth had to endure. Trauma is a product 
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of a violent system based on exploitation 
and profit. As long as capitalism exists, 
we will continue to feel alienated. 


Capitalist conditions 
create trauma 


For decades, doctors and psycholo- 
gists resisted the idea that war caused 
trauma, but too many soldiers returning 
from World War II were unable to inte- 
grate back into their lives. The diagnosis 
of post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) 
was finally accepted by the American 
Psychiatric Association (APA) in 1980. 
Since then, there’s been a growing recog- 
nition that war was not the only cause of 
PTSD—our capitalist-created living con- 
ditions also contribute to trauma. The 
CDC has supported research that shows 
long-term health consequences for any- 
one with four or more “adverse childhood 
experiences” (ACEs), and 61 percent of 
U.S. adults have experienced at least one 
ACE. These advances help us understand 
mental illness as not an individual prob- 
lem, but one that has a social basis. This is 
apparent in the idea of collective trauma. 
When an event disrupts the foundations 
of society, a collective trauma occurs that 
impacts all in the affected community, 
albeit individuals will impact individu- 
als vary. The Covid-19 pandemic—along 
with climate change, nuclear war, racist 
police terror, and attack on reproduc- 
tive health—have created a disruption 
that reveals the many ways capitalism 
creates trauma. Of course, capitalism in 
and of itself is a trauma-inducing system, 
and a profit system in decay only exac- 
erbates mental illness. That’s because an 
unhealthy system creates unhealthy be- 
haviors. 
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Trust Our Class: let’s 
struggle for communism 


The ruling class offers false solutions 
that further isolate and pacify our class 
through just individual practices. One of 
the capitalist myths that keeps us trapped 
is the idea that if we work hard enough, 
we can achieve happiness. That happi- 
ness is impossible, and it’s worsened by 
leading us to blame ourselves and give 
into the individualism that isolates us 
from the very people we need for the 
creation of a better world. It is in the ef- 
fort to create a better world together that 
can also make our lives better now: in our 
efforts to solve the immediate problems 
and our progress toward bringing about a 
communist revolution. 


This collective trauma demands a 
collective solution. By struggling togeth- 
er, we can overcome the isolation that 
breeds suffering. We need to get better 
at inviting those around us to share dif- 
ficult emotions. We need to create space 
for talking about pain, anger, and hope- 
lessness because we often think we are 
protecting one another by not naming 
these bouts of darkness, yet it is in nam- 
ing them that we can begin to see we are 
not alone in these feelings and find our 
way back to the collective. 


More therapists might help CUNY 
students, but if they are left to strug- 
gle alone in a world that threatens their 
very existence, one therapist for one hour 
can’t compete with a trauma that’s 24/7. 
PLP is fighting alongside students and 
countless others worldwide to remind all 
working-class youth that a communist 
world is a goal we can all believe in and 
build—together!® 


GLOSSARY 
COMMUNIST TERMS 


Fascism 
Capitalism’s response to 
a crisis of their system, 
when the bosses can no 
longer sustain the cha- 
rade of liberal democ- 
racy and resort to more 
direct control and state 
terror instead. Fascism 
is marked by the ruling 
capitalists disciplin- 
ing their own ranks to 
serve the urgent needs 
of the capitalist state 
and weather the crisis. 
To defend their system 
from internal and ex- 
ternal threats, they use 
all the means available 
in their state apparatus, 
including violence. To 
build unity within their 
class and loyalty from 
workers, they rely on 
nationalist politics and 
calls for sacrifice. Their 
strategy is to mislead 
the working class to kill 
our working class sis- 
ters and brothers in the 
next inter-imperialist 


war. 


Big Fascists 


The Big Fascists are the 
dominant finance capi- 
talist faction of the U.S. 
ruling class. They repre- 
sent the wealthiest and 
most powerful bosses in 
the U.S., including mul- 
tinational banks like 
Chase and Citibank, 
multinational oil com- 
panies like ExxonMo- 
bil, the big automakers, 
Boeing, Amazon, and 
the major media com- 
panies. As the dominant 
grouping since World 
War II, the Big Fascists 
were the architects of 
the liberal world order 
with the U.S. bosses on 
top. Their dominance 
rests on U.S. financial 
and military power and 
its strategic control of 
the Middle East and the 
flow of oil to Europe, 
Asia, and Africa. To sus- 
tain this dominance, 
they need to rebuild a 
huge, multiracial mili- 
tary for inter-imperial- 
ist war, most likely with 


China. 


Small Fascists 


The Small Fascists are 
a group of domestically 
oriented U.S. capitalists 
who are challenging the 
Big Fascists over the di- 
rection of U.S. imperial- 
ism. Since their interests 
are less tied to control- 
ling the flow of oil, they 
are against heavy taxa- 
tion to keep troops in 
the Middle East and in 
general oppose costly 
military bases and in- 
vasions. They're will- 
ing to rely on a smaller, 
whiter army, backed by 
nuclear weapons and 
the Air Force. They use 
open racism to build a 
political following. 
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Mass shootings: bosses have blood on their hands 


The capitalist class produces their own grave diggers. 


One day, we will bury them six feet under. 


Continued from page 8 
the cases, the driving force was capitalism, a system 
where workers' lives are routinely cheapened and 
discarded for the sake of profit. 


While the media plays the photos of the chil- 
dren of Uvalde who were robbed of their lives, 
workers are murdered by capitalism daily. In the 
U.S. there are over 17 million children officially be- 
low the poverty line, a 41 percent increase since last 
year when the child tax credit was ended (Center on 
Poverty and Social Policy, 2/17). The bosses’ schools 
fail to educate our children, and the health care sys- 
tem fails to give us the care we need. Covid-19 ex- 
posed the complete disregard the bosses have for 
the working class as the poorest and the elderly, the 
most vulnerable of the working class, were killed by 
exposure to the disease to keep the economy open, 
while the wealthy sheltered in safety. We live in a so- 


ciety where our class has been made invisible and 
left to die. In a society that makes the working-class 
expendable, killing workers through attacks moti- 
vated by racism, mental illness and individualism 
becomes inevitable. 


Bosses shifting blame to the 
working class 


Buffalo, Uvalde, Tulsa, Philadelphia. The boss- 
es might as well have pulled those triggers them- 
selves. Those shooters were filled with the bosses’ 
contempt for the lives of the working class. Now 
the ruling class' response is to attack our class. The 
news carries the message that we must scrutinize 
our children to see if they are killers. We must watch 
our neighbors and blame each other for these ter- 
rible murders. That is how the bosses are turning us 
against our own class, the working class. 


Will they shut down the gun industry that makes 


RED EYE ON THE NEWS... 


billions in profits? Not in a million years. What they 


_ will do is pass laws that attack the working class 


even more. They will turn teachers and social work- 
ers into cops charged with reporting children to the 
police. It will not be the children of the ruling class, 
safe in their immaculate private academies who 
will be under scrutiny. It will be the Black and Latin 
and white working-class children who will come 
under more pressure at school. 


The homeless and mentally ill will be further 
treated as criminals and more will be killed by the 
police. The schools and streets will be filled with 
ever more murderous cops and we will be urged 
to trust the bosses state and their laws to keep us 
safe. Yet, we know how flooding cops in schools and 
communities only results in racist attacks, greater 
divisions amongst our class and despair. The boss- 
es’ system has only hatred and contempt for the 
working class. They have no desire to keep us safe. 
They are only interested in keeping us passive and 
fearful of each other. 


Police will never make us safe 


While Salvador Ramos stood in a classroom and 
killed 19 children, 19 cops stood in the hallway for 
47 minutes and did nothing (Yahoonews.com, 6/1). 
All the weapons showered onto the police in recent 
years, all the Kevlar vests and battering rams and 
assault rifles and armored personnel carriers are 
not there to keep us safe. How do we know? We saw 
it play out in Uvalde. The police don’t stop mass 
shootings. They do the opposite. With each murder 
committed by the cops, our class is inundated with 
justifications and articles and news stories about 
rising crime. The police exist to serve and protect 
the wealthy, the ruling class, and the bosses. We, the 
working class, are their targets; we are not the peo- 
ple they are protecting. 


The only thing that we can do to keep the work- 
ing class safe is build a revolutionary movement 
that bolsters the working class and fights for com- 
munism. We must overcome the fear of each other 
and turn our anger and our pain into building a 
movement that throws off the bosses’ leadership 
and deadly ideology of racism and individualism. 
We must turn our anger and our pain into fighting 
for workers’ power, into building confidence in the 
working class, and into the fight for communist 
revolution!® 


War turns into meat grinder for Russian 


and Ukrainian workers 


Wall Street Journal, 6/3-After 100 days, Russia’s 
war on Ukraine is turning into a bloody slog with 
no end in sight, causing mounting devastation in 
Ukraine and prolonged costs world-wide...Rus- 
sia has seized much of the industrial heartlands of 
Ukraine's east and vast tracts of its fertile agricul- 
tural land, while blocking Ukraine's access to the 
sea, needed for exports. That threatens to leave 
Ukraine as a barely viable state surviving on West- 
ern giving...Recent fighting has shown that large 
quantities of old-fashioned artillery can enable 
Russia to slowly grind out limited gains... “they 
are just going to keep going at it like dueling meat 
grinders,” said Chris Dougherty, a former U.S. De- 
fense Department strategist. As a precedent, he 
cited the Iran-Iraq war of the 1980s, “which settled 
into eight years of smashing each other in the face.” 


World War III will involve nukes 


Economist, 6/2-Threats of nuclear attack like 
those made in the 1940s and 1950s...[became] van- 
ishingly rare...seeking to acquire nuclear weapons 
had come to be seen as the mark of a barbarian. 
To see such nicety stripped away, tune in to the 
state-owned television channel Russia-1. “Just one 
launch, Boris,” warned Dmitry Kiselev, the station’s 
main news presenter, on May Ist, “and England is 
gone.” One [image] was a Sarmat intercontinental 
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ballistic missile (ICBM) shown streaking towards 
Britain. Another was a Poseidon thermonuclear 
torpedo, designed to whip up an isotope-laced 
tsunami. “Having passed over the British Isles, it 
will turn whatever might be left of them into a ra- 
dioactive desert,” enthused Mr Kiselev, “unfit for 
anything for a long time.” 


In terms of arms control, pacts between Ameri- 
ca and Russia had almost all lapsed; Russia was de- 
veloping new weapons, such as Poseidon...China’s 
nuclear arsenal was expanding rapidly. As to stop- 
ping the weapons’ spread ...pressure had failed to 
prevent North Korea first from acquiring nuclear 
weapons...The invasion of Ukraine has torn fur- 
ther holes in this ragged fabric...there is a small 
but real risk that the two sides might stumble into a 
war which escalates beyond the nuclear threshold. 


U.S. and its allies fret over 


Chinese imperialism 

Foreign Affairs, 6/3-In April, the government of 
the Solomon Islands announced that it had signed 
a tentative security pact with China, and in late 
May, Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi traveled to 
the region in an effort to secure more agreements 
from Pacific Island countries. The Solomon Islands 
security pact contained vague and expansive lan- 
guage that appears to open the door for China to 
play a role in quelling internal unrest in the Solo- 
mon Islands by allowing Beijing to deploy Chinese 
police and military forces at the Solomon Islands’ 
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request to “maintain social order.” For China, es- 
tablishing a presence in this region could accom- 
plish several strategic goals at once—securing 
Chinese sea lines of communication, increasing 
intelligence collection on allied forces, keeping 
Australia and New Zealand boxed in, and compli- 
cating any U.S. plans to move forces into the re- 
gion. With this deal, the Solomon Islands has now 
opened the door for a Chinese military presence in 
the Pacific. 


WWIII imperialist planners are clueless 

Brookings, 6/2-President Joe Biden has yet 
again stated that if China attacked Taiwan to re- 
unify what Beijing sees as a renegade province 
with the mainland, the United States would come 
to Taiwan's military defense. White House staff has 
again followed up these off-the-cuff presidential 
comments with a “clarification” that in fact, strate- 
gic ambiguity remains American policy. But here’s 
the real rub: Saying [the U.S.] WOULD defend Tai- 
wan militarily does not mean [the U.S.] COULD 
do so successfully. America’s policy of strategic 
ambiguity was born during the Cold War, when it 
was a simple fact that the United States enjoyed 
overwhelming military dominance against China 
in the waters and airways of the western Pacific. 
Given China’s dramatic military modernizations of 
recent times, the situation is now much more com- 
plex...modeling strongly suggests that the out- 
come of such a conflict over Taiwan is inherently 
unknowable. 
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The smoking gun 


A genocidal system triggers mass shooters 


It does not end. The victims of one 
mass shooting aren't even buried and we 
are faced with another. The shootings over 
the last three weeks have been too much to 
bear. Buffalo, Uvalde, Tulsa, Philadelphia. 
It has been a devastating time. An unbear- 
able time. Yet as hard as it is to think about, 
we have to take on the task. 


Our future and the futures of our chil- 
dren are being shaped at this moment. We 
must engage in the struggle because, as 
we mourn the deaths of the children and 
workers and innocent people, the rulers’ 
propaganda machine is trying to shift the 
blame away from the bosses and onto the 
working class. All while desperately trying 
to salvage the murderers in blue, the police 
who proved once again to be useless when 
it comes to helping the working class. 


U.S. capitalism was forged in genocide 
and blood of Indigenous people and en- 
slavement of Black workers. The violence 
we witnessed in Uvalde, Buffalo,and Phila- 
delphia, are all reflections of a violent sys- 
tem spiraling into deadly decay. Individu- 
als, motivated by the racist, anti-working 
class and individualist ideology, kill mem- 
bers of our class. 


The bosses’ laws and their racist cops 
will never bring security to the working 
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class. Our security, our safety, our future 
lies in relying on our class to smash the 
capitalist system that is breeding this ha- 
tred, and in its place building a society that 


values the working class: communism. 


Rampant anti-working- 
class ideology 


In Buffalo an 18 year-old, fueled by 
extreme racism and looking to kill Black 
people murdered 10 of our brothers and 
sisters in a supermarket in a Black neigh- 
borhood. In Uvalde, another teenager, de- 
ranged with hatred, walked into a school 
and killed 19 children and two teachers. 
In Tulsa, a mentally ill patient took out 
his anger at the healthcare system that 
couldn't treat his pain by killing the sur- 
geon and three others in the hospital. Most 
recently in Philadelphia, unknown people, 
without any concern for others, started a 
shootout following a dispute. In the mid- 
dle of a massive crowd, outside bars and 
restaurants, they killed three and wound- 
ed 14 others, almost all of whom were by- 
standers. The bosses point their bloody 
fingers at the just individuals or guns or 
call for more background checks. But in all 
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Kids Who Die 


By: Langston Hughes 


This is for the kids who die, 

Black and white, 

For kids will die certainly. 

The old and rich will live on awhile, 

As always, 

Eating blood and gold, 

Letting kids die. 

Kids will die in the swamps of Mississippi 
Organizing sharecroppers 

Kids will die in the streets of Chicago 
Organizing workers 

Kids will die in the orange groves of California 
Telling others to get together 

Whites and Filipinos, 

Negroes and Mexicans, 

All kinds of kids will die 

Who don't believe in lies, and bribes, and contentment 
And a lousy peace. 


Of course, the wise and the learned 

Who pen editorials in the papers, 

And the gentlemen with Dr. in front of their names 
White and Black, 

Who make surveys and write books 

Will live on weaving words to smother the kids who die, 
And the sleazy courts, 

And the bribe-reaching police, 

And the blood-loving generals, 

And the money-loving preachers 

Will all raise their hands against the kids who die, 
Beating them with laws and 

clubs and bayonets and bullets 

To frighten the people— 

For the kids who die are 

like iron in the blood of the people— 

And the old and rich don't want the people 

To taste the iron of the kids who die, 

Don't want the people to get wise to their own power, 
To believe an Angelo Herndon, or even get together 


Listen, kids who die— 

Maybe, now, there will be no monument for you 
Except in our hearts 

Maybe your bodies'll be lost in a swamp 

Or a prison grave, or the potter's field, 

Or the rivers where you're drowned like Leibknecht 
But the day will come— 

You are sure yourselves that it is coming— 

When the marching feet of the masses 

Will raise for you a living monument of love, 

And joy, and laughter, 

And Black hands and white hands clasped as one, 
And a song that reaches the sky— 

The song of the life triumphant 

Through the kids who die. 
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